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	Reducing health inequalities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improving community safety
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promoting sustainable economic growth
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	Mitigating climate change
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	Safeguarding the most vulnerable
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	Raising educational attainment and skills
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	Summary
At Weald country park, Brentwood on 20th September 2008, as part of the Essex Jiangsu Festival and in a bid to celebrate the launch of the 2012 Cultural Olympiad, Brentwood Borough Council worked in Partnership with Essex County Council to deliver a complex Chinese-themed arts festival with a comprehensive education and community engagement programme 
The audience of over 4000 people watch a haunting lantern parade by local school children and a theatrical spectacular with pyrotechnics that saw the Chinese story of Chang-E retold with dramatic effects.

Over 300 young people participated in cultural workshops to design and make lanterns, costumes, site decor, and learn dance to compliment the show.

The event was a resounding success with local community groups demonstrating their artistic skills in community performances and workshops.


	Outline of achievement or improvement delivered
The event was one of the most spectacular and memorable arts events that Brentwood has seen, and the involvement of the local community served to deepen this success, with volunteers and families of participating children experiencing an event they would not otherwise have attended. 


	How was this delivered?
Financially, Brentwood Council contributed £5,000 to the £186, 895 costs the event incurred, and support was given extensively through officer’s time. The majority of funds raised were through grant and business support. 


	What are the prospects for further improvement?
Plans are being made to use East Meets West as a best practice example of a County festival that will celebrate 2012. The ‘One World, One Essex’ event expected for 2012, will see a larger scale arts festival delivered in conjunction with all district authorities, and will encompass a huge educational and community programme delivered at minimal cost to the authorities involved, but with huge benefits for our communities. 



	Learning

At only £3 a ticket or £10 for a family ticket, the project was deemed hugely accessible and excellent value for money. The educational programme began in June and was financially supported by creative partnerships. The majority of children participating in the show were from Brentwood Schools. 


	Supporting Evidence

· http://www.brentwood.gov.uk/pdf/27052008092318u.pdf 


	Key Contacts / Further information

· Jocelyn Jordan, LSP Co-ordinator
· 01277 312674

· Jocelyn.jordan@brentwood.gov.uk 




