OLDER PEOPLE’S PLANNING GROUP
Terms of Reference: 
1. Name of Group:  Older People’s Planning Group (OPPG)

2.    Administration:
Subject to the matters set out below OPPG will be administered and managed in accordance with these Terms of Reference.
3.    The purpose of the Group 

To engage and consider older people’s issues and in general within ECC, Health and other voluntary and statutory groups. 

· Promote the principle of “Our Health, Our Care, Our Say” engagement, ensuring that Adults, Health and Community Wellbeing customers and prospective customers are enabled to make positive contribution to have choice and control of the services they receive. 
4.    The Aims 

· Assist and regularly review the Essex Adults, Health and Community Wellbeing, (previously know as Adult Social Care), “Age of Opportunity” 5yr plan and the Older People Accommodation Strategy.
· Engage older people in the planning and implementation of Community Health & Wellbeing service development so individuals are able to contribute and influence decisions. 
· To give a voice to service user, carers, relatives, prospective service users and relevant others/organisation. 
· Ensure that all older people in Essex have an opportunity to contribute their views.

· Share relevant information to enable greater understanding of issues that may impact on the lives of older people in Essex.
5.  Membership 

People aged 55+yrs, who are service users, prospective users, carers and relatives.  Plus relevant organisations and interested parties.
· The Group will be representative of older people resident in Essex, relevant organisations and Essex County Council employees. 

· The Group will be Co Chaired by 1 members of the group jointly with an ECC officer supported by 2 vice co-chairs and facilitated by ECC. 

· Non ECC Co-chairs should be elected by members and this to be reviewed annually, 

· Participate in any relevant training and development that will enhance the Group. 
6.      Structure 
· Members will receive all appropriate papers, minutes, information, contact and meeting times. 
· Meetings to be held bi-monthly
· Reasonable expenses for travelling with regard to service users/prospective service users, or carers will be reimbursed by ECC. 

· Administrative support will be supplied by ECC. 

· To be committed to participation and if a member cannot attend to send a representative or apologies wherever possible.
· Co-chairs/vice co-chairs to meet regularly to assist with planning agenda. 
7.  Responsibility /Accountability of members of the group
· To reflect the partnership engagement, the Older People’s Planning Group will be accountable to the group itself and Essex Adults, Health and  Community  Wellbeing 
· Respect for one another and differing views

· Courtesy to all guest speakers
· Responsible communication to the wider community and any other interested statuary authority. 

8. Review 
Terms of Reference to be reviewed on a regular basis 
V. R. Dawes      2007
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