CJ

Level 2 Engineering Apprentice
CJ attended Icknield High School in Luton and left with four B-C grades GCSE’s. Courtenay knew he wanted to go into the aircraft industry and liked the idea of maintaining and fixing aircrafts.  When searching for courses in this industry he struggled to find any colleges in his local area. He found out that an apprenticeship would be the best way to learn this type of trade, but he would have to find an employer to take him on as an apprentice.

CJ decided to look further afield and eventually found Gardener Aerospace who were offering apprenticeships at their site in Basildon. He applied for the job and was offered an apprenticeship with them. Due to the location he had to move home and find residency in the local area and now lives independently. 

As part of the programme he would have to attend Prospects College. Not only is CJ working towards his Level 2 Engineering Apprenticeship he is also studying a BTEC Level 3 in Engineering. 

JA

Bench Joinery Apprentice

JA attended The Kind Edmund School in Rochford and gained 5 GCSEs A-C grade. After leaving school she attended a couple of different colleges to study A Levels. Even though she enjoyed the subjects, JA found it frustrating to be writing about things and she would rather be doing the practical side of these subjects. Due to this JA decided to leave the courses.

JA got to the point that she really didn’t know what to do next, she decided to go to Connexions to get some advice. They advised her on the different types of practical courses on offer and she soon started a Level 1 course in basic construction at Crown College. JA’s dad used to work in carpentry when she was younger, so she has always had an interest in woodwork. JA was coming to the end of her course, and realised she wanted to continue studying in carpentry and joinery. She heard that a Joinery company called Brown and Carroll were looking at recruiting some apprentices, so she applied for the position. 

JA is now a Bench Joinery apprentice at Brown and Caroll and attends Prospects College one day a week.

When JA was asked what she thought about the apprenticeship she said “Thanks to Prospects I’m progressing on very well in my course and I’m learning a lot about hand tools. Hopefully I will finish the course fairly quickly and become qualified as a Bench Joiner”

