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	Summary
There were no leisure and recreational facilities in the Brooklands and Grasslands area of Jaywick and very poor engagement with children and young people by outside agencies.  The provision of a Multi Use Games Area and the construction of a children’s play area has been built on land to the rear of Jaywick Community Resource Centre currently owned by EEDA.  The MUGA provides very much needed indoor and outdoor leisure facilities for children and young people in the area, to meet and enjoy drop-in and structured educational, social and leisure activities.  



	Outline of achievement or improvement delivered
The MUGA in Jaywick aims to;
· Address the priorities set for children and young people.
· Impact on other priority areas; such as Community Safety – reducing crime and anti-social youth behaviour; Health – Reducing cardio-vascular disease and improved mental health and well-being.
· Improve (Jaywick) resident satisfaction with the area in which they live as well as their overall quality of life.
Organised play activities are provided for children and young people by Inclusion Ventures and other agencies.  The MUGA is available to the whole community as the area has low car ownership and similar facilities in other areas are hard to reach.  The MUGA aims to alleviate a sense of isolation for families in the area.

Young people are encouraged to organise play activities and games and they are also encouraged to take up volunteering and take qualifications and career development in the sports related field.  

A similar approach has been taken in the past on the Percy King Estate (Clacton) where a multi purpose court has been in existence for a number of years.  The area originally had the highest incidence of juvenile crime in Tendring but since sporting diversionary activities have been provided in the area on a regular basis the level of crime and anti-socail behaviour has shown a remarkable decrease. 

The project assists with meeting a wide number of LAA Objectives from;
              NI 117 – 16-18 year olds who are not in education, training or employment
              NI 56 – Obesity among primary school age children

              NI 17 – Perceptions of anti-social behaviour

              NI 111 – First time entrants to the Youth Justice System

              NI 115 – Substance misuse by young people


	How was this delivered?
The Jaywick MUGA was promoted and project managed by Inclusion Ventures with other partners being involved from Tendring District Council, Interaction Partnership, Tendring CDRP, EEDA and other voluntary organisations. 

Inclusion Ventures are a charity working with excluded and alienated children and young people and is actively committed to working with them to encourage them to engage with their communities, confronting anti-social behaviour, raising self-esteem and expectations, reducing challenging and destructive behaviour and improving behaviour in school.
Several surveys have been carried out in this deprived area and a common theme has been by both adults and children that there was a lack of facilities and activities in the area for children and young people, which led to anti-social behaviour and crime.

Inclusion Ventures is actively committed to promoting equal opportunities and eradicating discrimination and to encouraging the richness brought to the organisation by the diverse nature of their staff and service users.  



	What are the prospects for further improvement?

Inclusion Ventures is committed to continue its work in this area and the numbers of children and young people registered with it has risen from the 20 or so first attending its sessions to approx 100 at the present time. Other agencies such as Nacro and Active Tendring are now committed to working with it on providing activity sessions for the children and young people. Inclusion Ventures is committed to seek out further funding to extend its activities in the area.


	Learning

The identification and realisation of the project has highlighted the needs of the children and young people in the area and provided a much needed boost to lifting some of the apathy which exists in the community from years of neglect. Parents have begun to interact with their children in games on the MUGA.


	Supporting Evidence

The Interaction Neighbourhood Management Partnership was set up through the Tendring Local Strategic Partnership to reduce deprivation and improve resident satisfaction in the Golf Green and Pier Wards of Clacton. The partnership identified in Golf Green Ward the following priorities:
· To improve child and youth engagement and participation and scope for influencing decisions.

· To improve the provision of positive activities for children and young people to help raise their aspirations and level of achievement.

· To improve the physical and mental health and emotional well being of children and young people.

The community has welcomed the project and in a recent survey of young people of the area it rated the project as its top ranking ‘good things that have happened to Jaywick’.


	Key Contacts / Further information

Inclusion Ventures Ltd

Andrew Mowle

Administrator

Tel: 01255 426560

E-mail: agmiem@aol.com 




