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	OUR PEOPLE
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	OUR ECONOMY
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	Reducing health inequalities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improving community safety
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promoting sustainable economic growth
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mitigating climate change
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Safeguarding the most vulnerable
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Strengthening communities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	Raising educational attainment and skills
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Summary
The 1998 Brentwood Review conducted by the former South Essex Health Authority (SEHA) and Brentwood Borough Council, proposed the development of a range of local primary, community and acute outreach health and social care services to be made available within the Brentwood area to meet with the needs of Brentwood residents. 
The hospital opened on 11 August 2008 and a range of services have since been introduced meeting the needs of the local population, redirecting the need to access services further away. Brentwood Community Hospital provides integrated health and social care services and a range of dedicated health services targeting specific community groups, such as women and children and those with chronic illness or long-term conditions. The Community Hospital reduces the need for local people, especially the old, young and pregnant to travel outside the Borough for outpatient and diagnostic services and improves home and community based care for elderly people to reduce the need for hospital admission. It hopes to continue to improve health services for everyone in the community; cut acute admissions and therefore enable acute sites to concentrate on their specialist role by delivering services across primary and secondary care. Brentwood now has access to a dedicated workforce of health and social care staff including nurses, specialist nurses, midwives, dentists, consultant specialists, community nurses and therapists and social workers.


	Outline of achievement or improvement delivered
The new facility will provide much needed accommodation for a range of new and innovative community health and social care services that meet the requirements of the Brentwood review including:

· Intermediate care services (inpatient, day care and a base for the health and social care team providing intensive support to people at home).
· An extended range of acute outreach services for adults (musculo-skeletal and neurological) and older people (stroke, orthopaedics, etc).
· A local base for services for children including those with complex health needs.
· Dental, chiropody and a range of other therapy services and a comprehensive range of ante-natal services.

The development of the new hospital will ensure that:

· Current overstretched NHS resources will no longer be needed to support unsuitable and poor quality accommodation.

· Related services currently being provided from different sites will be brought together on one site, thereby providing a “one stop shop” for users, relatives and carers.

· The solution will produce significant environmental and quality improvements within which the new services will be provided.

· The new facility will result in a patient friendly environment, much higher quality reception and treatment areas than is achievable with the current accommodation and more appropriate and effective relationships between departments, including better communication channels.

· Assist in recruitment and retention of staff by providing a state of the art working environment.

· Demonstrate commitment to long-term delivery of community based health services in Brentwood.

· Enable flexibility in order to respond to future changing health needs/ developments.

· Services will be provided on a single site, there will be economies of scale whilst providing services more efficiently and effectively in far superior accommodation.

To ensure accessibility to the new hospital facilities a free shuttle bus will operate on a timetabled, planned route and include Brentwood and Shenfield rail stations, this commenced in September 2008.



	How was this delivered?
· There was an opportunity for land and funds released from the re-sale of Highwood hospital. 
· Partners involved:

· GPs

· Primary Care Trust

· Brentwood Borough Council

· Essex County Council

· Voluntary sector

· Local residents

· Panel of local residents, professionals and service users



	What are the prospects for further improvement?

Services at Brentwood Community Hospital will be redesigned to make sure they put the needs of patients first by:

· working closely with social care, community rehabilitation services and voluntary and community sector organisations; 

· adopting new technologies that recognise developments in information technology such as telemedicine (healthcare delivered via video link for example) which provide new options for patient care.


	Supporting Evidence

· Voluntary sector contracts
· PCT Community Strategy 2009


	Key Contacts / Further information

· Jocelyn Jordan, 01277 312674, Jocelyn.jordan@brentwood.gov.uk 



